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June Events

FameLab Victoria
RSV Watch Party
Online Meeting - Thursday, 11th June at 7:00pm

Join the finalists of the Victorian State Heat of FameLab Australia – a
competition that gives early-career researchers the chance to talk
about their science in plain English, but they’ve only got 3 to 7 minutes!
We have passionate Victorian scientists in the spotlight, talking
science and discussing their work with us.
Speakers confirmed thus far include:
Exercise can Take your Immune System for a Ride
Sometimes, exercise can make you sick. Catriona NguyenRobertson from the University of Melbourne’s Doherty Institute
researches the relationship between exercise and immune system response, tracking immune cells
after exercise in order to identify the changes in its function and how this affects athletes, and
individuals with weaker immune systems.
Nuts and Guts
Peanut allergies are the second most common allergy in children. Dwan Price’s research at Deakin
University looks to understand the way these allergens behave once they’re eaten as well as how
they interact with the intestine.
Maths, Medicine and Mosquito Sex
Research to track the behaviour of mosquitoes and stop the spread of dengue fever is more important than
ever, so what better way to grab people’s attention than to talk about how mosquito sex fits into the
equation? Monash University research student Sarah Belet rose to the challenge.

Autonomous Life Support Systems for Astronauts
Anu Rajendran is a Human factors Engineer who started her career in industry, developing concepts for
Augmented Reality technology before moving onto conversational user interfaces and machine learning.
Anu is completing her PhD at Swinburne University, filling a knowledge gap in developing symbiotic life
support systems for Astronauts.
RSV Members are invited to register to join this online Zoom meeting. Please follow the instructions
provided in an email sent to all members from the CEO, or by logging in to your membership page.
The meeting will also be live-streamed on the Society’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/royalsocietyvictoria for all interested in joining proceedings.
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Writing on Stone: Graptolites and Ancient Ground
The 2020 Howitt Lecture
A Joint Presentation with the Geological Society of Australia (Victoria Division)

Online Meeting - Thursday, 25th June at 7:00pm

Victoria’s foundation rocks are largely formed from sediments deposited in the sea over a period of some
100 million years. But because these rock strata have been extensively folded and faulted, there is no
obvious way of determining the ages of their exposures at particular locations.
Since the earliest days of geological investigation, the primary method of determining these ages has been
the analysis of fossils. In much of Victoria, the most critical fossils are no more than tiny marks on the rocks—
the remains of extinct animals called graptolites. The name means “writing on stone,” and that is what many
of them look like.
Join distinguished geologist Alfons VandenBerg, who will explain what these
curious creatures were, and when and how they lived. Are they extinct, as was long
believed? Given that we can’t access their DNA, how can we determine their
relationships? Are they useful for geological mapping? How did they protect
themselves? Fons will demonstrate a variety of these ‘marks’ magnified, displaying
an amazing diversity of characteristics. Most importantly, it will show how a close
examination reveals the remarkably rapid evolution of those characteristics, making
them a key tool in unravelling the sequence of events that made the foundation
rocks of eastern Australia.

About the Speaker
Alfons Henry Martin VandenBerg (Fons to all) was born in Eindhoven, southern
Netherlands. He arrived in Melbourne in November 1960, learned English and
completed his secondary education at night while working as a messenger boy and in
an office by day. In 1963 he took a job with the Mines Department and started in the
Core Laboratory. Here he won a fully-funded Public Service Scholarship which enabled
him to study at Melbourne University where, in 1967, he completed a Bachelor of
Science, majoring in Geology and Zoology.
On graduation, Fons tackled mapping roles with the Geological Survey of Victoria and the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Board of Works, where his detailed work contributed significantly to to the understanding of
the geology and palaeontology of the Melbourne “Trough” and the complex volcanic and structural history
of Victoria. He is recognised as an expert stratigrapher, based on his developed understanding of the
biostratigraphy of graptolites, fossils whose presence in Victoria was first recognised by pioneering geologist
(and foundational RSV Councillor) Alfred Richard Selwyn. Fons was recognised by the Geological Society
of Australia’s Victoria Division (GSAV) for his significant contribution to the understanding of Victorian
geology with the award of the inaugural Selwyn Medal in 1996 and, through his work as a Research
Associate with Museums Victoria, he continues to challenge our understanding about the formation and
structures of our state.
RSV Members are invited to register to join this online Zoom meeting. Please follow the
instructions provided in an email sent to all members from the CEO, or by logging in to your
membership page. The meeting will also be live-streamed on the Society’s Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/royalsocietyvictoria for all interested in joining proceedings.
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July Advance Notice

RSV Book Club: Where the Crawdads Sing
Online Meeting - Thursday, 16th July from 3:00pm

For years, rumours of the “Marsh Girl” haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet fishing village. Kya Clark is barefoot
and wild; unfit for polite society. So in late 1969, when the popular Chase Andrews is found dead, locals
immediately suspect her.
But Kya is not what they say. A born naturalist with just one day of school, she takes life’s lessons from the
land, learning the real ways of the world from the dishonest signals of fireflies. But while she has the skills
to live in solitude forever, the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. Drawn to two young
men from town, who are each intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new and startling world
– until the unthinkable happens.
Delia Owens’ novel explores how isolated individuals behave differently from normal and how much we
change when rejected by others. On their own and excluded, humans often revert to behaviours that
resemble those of early humans, who survived aeons ago on the savannas, or of wild creatures who still
live “way out yonder where the crawdads sing.”
About the Author
Dr Delia Owens is a biologist with a PhD in Animal Behaviour from the University of
California. Her research and many other studies have revealed that most social mammals,
such as most primates, elephants, lions, hyenas—live in tightly bonded groups of females.
Males emigrate from their natal group when they reach adolescence to search for other
females to mate with. Otherwise, they would only have relatives with which to breed. But
the females remain in their group for all of their lives, so that the pride, troop, or herd is
made up of closely related or bonded females. While observing lions, brown hyenas, and
elephants in the wild, she became fascinated with how much their social behaviour is like
our own. Of course, these groups of females evolved because of the survival advantages, such as being
the “anti-predator.”
“With forty baboon moms looking for leopards, there’s a better chance the cat will be seen. And then you
have forty moms alarm-barking and mobbing the leopard until it runs away. Another benefit is territorial
defence. A group of bonded females within a troop can chase smaller groups from their range, keeping the
best fruit trees for themselves.”
“But everything is not all hunky-dory in these groups. There is almost as much discord among the females
as there is camaraderie. High-ranking female baboons fight over dominance to the point of inflicting wounds.
They form cliques of strongly bonded individuals who harass lesser individuals and chase them from fruit
trees. Lionesses feeding at a kill swat, snarl, and clobber one another’s bloody faces. You
would never guess these were the same pride mates that just hours earlier sprawled in an
easy pile, licking one another’s chins.”
Grab a Copy, Read It and Join the Discussion
The book is available from many public library branches, and you can purchase it online
from various sellers, including at https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0735219095 .
Discussion Leader
Mrs Nicola Williams, RSV Vice-President
In light of COVID-19 restrictions, the Book Club meeting will be conducted online via Zoom
conference (invitations to register are sent via email to RSV members, and details are also available
on the Society’s membership page).
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News & Notices

Nominations for RSV Membership
Nominations for membership of the Society
have been received on behalf of:
Miss Nadia Rajab, The University of
Melbourne
Professor John Warner, Distinguished
Professor of Green Chemistry, Monash
University
Miss Abbey McDonald, Doctoral Candidate,
Deakin University
Young Scientist Research Prizes
Applicants:
Mrs Dinesha Wanigarathna Jayasekara,
Doctoral Candidate, Monash University
Miss Myra De Smet, Doctoral Candidate, The
University of Melbourne
Ms Tara-Lyn Camilleri-Carter, Doctoral
Candidate, Monash University
Miss Lakshanie Carmen Kickramasinghe,
Doctoral Candidate, Monash University
Mr Martin Andrew Estermann, Doctoral
Candidate, Monash University
Miss Nisha Mehta, Doctoral Candidate, The
University of Melbourne
Miss Fiona Jacqueline Lynch, Doctoral
Candidate, The University of Melbourne
Mr James Tran, Doctoral Candidate, RMIT
University
Mr Hayden Boyd Dalton, Doctoral Candidate,
The University of Melbourne
Mr Achyut Mishra, Doctoral Candidate, The
University of Melbourne
Mr Manoj Harshana Samarakoon, Doctoral
Candidate, Monash University
Mr Roshan Selvaratnam, Doctoral
Candidate, Monash University
Mr William Grant McCance, Doctoral
Candidate,RMIT University
Dr Fernando Lavtare Gordillo Altamirina,
Doctoral Candidate, Monash University
Dr Anna Beale, Doctoral Candidate, Monash
University
Mr John Engel, Doctoral Candidate, The
University of Melbourne
Ms Rachel Imogen Leihy, Doctoral
Candidate, Monash University
Mr Guanglei Zhang, Doctoral Candidate,
Monash University
Mr James Patrick Rule, , Monash University
Ms Jennifer Tallis Mitchell, , Monash
University
Mr Suresh Madushan Sampath Kadinappuli

Hewage, Doctoral Candidate, The University
of Melbourne
Unless Members request a ballot, these will be
considered by Council and if elected, will be
confirmed at the Ordinary Meeting of the Royal
Society of Victoria to be held in June 2020,
which will be conducted online.

From the President
RSV in the time of COVID-19
I hope this note finds you and your loved ones
and colleagues in good health as we all
respond to the difficulties, we face in the era of
COVID-19. I’d like to thank the 40+ RSV
Members who participated in a unique event in
our history – our first AGM conducted via video
conference. I’d also like to thank the 50+
people who participated via proxy as well.
As soon as we are able to, we will have a
series of public face to face town hall meetings
to enable Members to raise any items they
wish to bring to the attention of your Council.
I’d like to thank Dr Julie Boyce for her service
as a Councillor and welcome Dr Jane
Canestra, who has been elected as a new
Councillor.
To give certainty to our spectacular staff and
speakers in planning our activities, it looks as
if most of our meetings will be held via Zoom
to the end of 2020. As each event comes up
you will be sent a Zoom link to enable you to
register and participate.
RSV Book Club
Earlier in this newsletter are details of our
upcoming functions, but I’d like to draw your
attention to a new type of event we are “trying
out” in July and September: we will be holding
our own RSV Book Club. In July it will led by
our Vice President, Mrs Nicola Williams and
in September by one of our Councillors, Dr
Sophia Frentz. Thanks to both Sophia and
Nick for volunteering for this venture.
If you have queries about RSV matters you’d
like to discuss with me, please call me on 0418
346 999 or email me at president@rsv.org.au
I can’t wait till we can meet face to face,
hopefully later this year.
Best wishes and happy hand washes to all.
-

David Zerman, President
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event, or post science
activities for others to
conduct online.

We're Taking Science Week Online Get Ready!
Greetings! I'm Rena Singh, the
new Manager of the Inspiring
Victoria program, the year-round
science engagement initiative
that includes National Science
Week. I thought you'd like to hear the exciting
news about Science Week this year, which is:
It's Happening!

We're delighted to announce that National
Science Week will be going ahead as an online
festival this year. It's fantastic news from our
federal colleagues, and we're excited to invite
you to join us online in celebrating scientific
achievements and the excitement of new
ideas and discovery from the 15th to the 23rd
of August!
Keeping it Real, Doing it Different
Following consultation with
our partnership network, we
have decided not to offer
Victorian Seed Grants for
Science Week this year. Due
to the sustained uncertainty of
2020 conditions, the Inspiring
Victoria team will be working
closely with our partners to
deliver online content while supporting and
facilitating good ideas and helping to build
local capacity for the ongoing delivery of STEM
engagement
activities
to
Victorian
communities in our cities and regions. Details
on some of these planned activities are
provided below, but first let's discuss:
How you can be involved in National
Science Week
Want to participate in Science Week but
unsure what to do? There are many ways you
can still be involved in Science Week this year.
Here are some ideas to consider:
•

Run your own online Science Week

•

Participate in Science
Week online events
and activities.

•

Take to social media
to help us get the word
out about Science Week celebrations.
Online Activity Ideas

Run an online Brain Break
morning
tea
for
your
workplace. Even if you are not
back at work by August, this
quiz is super fun during online
team
meetings.
See
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/brainbreak/
for resources.
Run an online trivia evening
for your local community group.
Keep an eye on the National
Science Week website, trivia
kits
will
be
released shortly.
Offer a Scinema Community
Screening. Scinema offers the
best 2020 science films and
documentaries for community
screening. See their site at
https://scinema.australiascience.tv/ for details.
Don't be afraid to run a live event online. It
takes a little patience, practice and
preparation, but many panel events and live
science shows translate well to live streaming
via social platforms like Facebook or YouTube,
and some videoconferencing applications like
Zoom have the capacity to livestream to these
platforms also. We all have our struggles with
technology, and participants are both helpful
and forgiving on our collective learning curve,
so give yourself permission to explore the
possibilities. You can even invite guest
speakers who are located in different states
and countries without having to find funds to
cover travel and accommodation, so there are
real opportunities here.
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Inspiring Victoria
Also, you can help others out by hosting
resources online for our sci-curious
community. Have you already produced some
killer science activities and resources that are
or could be posted online for communities to
use and enjoy during Science Week? If so, the
team at Inspiring Victoria would be delighted to
help you promote them.
Please - don’t forget to register your
activities!
For those already well on the way, please
make sure you register your online events and
activities. Registration ensures that your
efforts are officially counted as a part of
National Science Week, and we can support
you with publicity or anything else you might
need assistance with relating to your activity.
The more registrations we receive, the more
this helps us keep National Science Week
running for the enjoyment of Victorian
communities for many years to come. Those
running private activities (not open to public
audiences) are still encouraged to register
their events – you can check a box that says
"private event" when you register.
To register your activity, please head over to
https://www.scienceweek.net.au/eventholder-registration/ .
Participate in a Science Week Activity
You can log into an online event or browse the
Inspiring Victoria website for activities to
satisfy your science cravings. We have been
working with our partners to produce new and
exciting content and programs both for
Science Week and the remainder of 2020.
Resources and event details will be posted on
the Inspiring Victoria website and the Royal
Society of Victoria's social media channels in
July, leading up to Science Week.
There's plenty more in the pipeline, but here's
what we have planned so far!
Possible Impossibles
From food, technology,
to health, science is
constantly blurring the
boundary between the
possible and impossible.
Join us for an online
series
of
events,
competitions, activities,

interviews, and citizen science projects where
we explore the frontiers of possibility and ask
what’s next for the human species.
This online festival will be hosted on the
Inspiring Victoria website and broadcast
through Facebook and Twitter feeds
throughout August. Presented in collaboration
with: Brick Lane Brewery, the Parliament of
Victoria, Scienceworks, Science Gallery
Melbourne, and scientists and experts from
CSIRO, La Trobe University, Monash
University, RMIT, Swinburne University,
the University of Melbourne, and Victoria
University.
More
details
soon
at
https://inspiringvictoria.org.au/programs/natio
nal-science-week-victoria/possibleimpossibles/ .
Inspiring Victoria
Inspiring Victoria has decided to close its
Partnership Grants scheme until later this
year. If you have a fantastic STEM
engagement idea, please look out for our
Grants program being offered again in
October.
Meanwhile, we have developed some great
initiatives to help communicate the great
scientific work undertaken in Victoria and more
will be announced on our website in coming
months.
Changes to management
The Royal Society of Victoria appointed me
(Rena) in March this year to manage both the
Inspiring Victoria and National Science Week
programs.
We are so grateful to Dr Renée
Beale (right) for her amazing
work in supporting Science
Week in Victoria over 2018 and
2019, and delighted that she will
remain involved this year as the
talented curator and producer of
the ‘Possible Impossibles’ series
with our wonderful partners and presenters.
So, while Renée is still very much in the mix,
for all questions relating to Science Week and
the broader Inspiring Victoria program, please
contact
me
anytime
via
email:
rena.singh@rsv.org.au . I'm looking forward to
working with you.
-

Rena Singh, Manager, Inspiring Victoria
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Falling Stars
by Catriona Nguyen-Robertson MRSV
Science Engagement Officer

This article follows a presentation to the Royal
Society of Victoria on 30 April, 2020 titled
“From Wolfe Creek to Tunguska: Meteorites in
Cultural Traditions” by Dr Tyson Yunkaporta,
Indigenous Knowledges Senior Lecturer at
Deakin University and Associate Professor
Duane Hamacher, who delivers the Cultural
Astronomy program with the School of Physics
at the University of Melbourne.
The “falling stars” hold a significant place in the
traditions of Indigenous cultures around the
world. They are embedded into their orality –
in story, song, dance, and material culture.
According to Dr Tyson
Yunkaporta
(pictured
left), we live in a
‘Dynamic Universe –
because of the diversity
within it.’ Tyson belongs
to the Apalech Clan in far
north Queensland and is
a senior lecturer in Indigenous Knowledges at
Deakin University. Indigenous knowledge is a
dialogue – it’s the yarns, carvings, songs, and
dances that change depending on the
relationship of the people who are sharing it,
where they are, and where they are from. With
so many cultures, stories, and points of view,
stories of the sky change according to where
you stand. ‘Truth is not an empirical thing, but
an aggregate of stories and diversity.’
Aboriginal people knew that meteorites form
craters before modern scientists did. Meteors,
meteoroids and meteorites are space debris,
describing the same object in different
locations. Meteoroids are “space rocks” that
range in size from a grain of sand to small
asteroids (<10 m in diameter). When these
enter the Earth’s atmosphere (or another

planet’s), they become a meteor, burning up
as they blast through the atmosphere at high
speeds. On impact with the ground, it becomes
a meteorite.

Meteorite strikes in Australia

What Westerners call a
meteor represents the
eye of an evil spirit or
death
to
many
Aboriginal
groups
across
northern
Australia.
Cultural
astronomer
A/Prof
Duane Hamacher (pictured above) has felt
privileged to learn how meteors and
meteorites are incorporated into Indigenous
knowledge systems by Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander elders around Australia. In
Arnhem Land, a shooting star is Namorrodor,
a flying serpent and man-eater that hunts
babies. In the eastern Torres Strait Islands, it
is a Maier – the spirit of a deceased person,
set alight on a journey to the Island of the
Dead. Every property of the fireball tells
something about the person: its brightness
reflects how important they were in the
community, its trajectory shows where they are
from, and if it fragments into uier-uier, the
person has left behind a large family. When the
meteor explodes in the atmosphere and goes
BOOM, that person has reached their
destination (called “dum” in Meriam Mir).

The stars comprise a set of patterns and
stories that reflect change in the landscape.
Page 8 of 16

Transactions
“Both Sky and Earth camps are moving,” says
Tyson. The Old Fellas used to tell him that if
you don’t move with country, it will move you –
that
“sedentary
settlements
make
Armageddons happen.” He spoke of the
goanna story from the Baakindji Mob, which
tells the story of when mobs and clans came
together in one place tens of thousands of year
ago. They lost their diversity, their different
world views, their languages. Then the
inevitable disaster came: a meteor strike killing
most of the people, and it burned different
patterns into goanna species to creating new
diversity.

Dr Tyson Yunkaporta presenting to the Society.

In Australia, there are about 30 confirmed
impact craters. Some are thousands of years
old and some are billions of years old. They
can be simple craters that are smooth and
bowl-shaped made from small impacts. Larger
impacts form complex craters: they are more
spread out and the centre of the earth
rebounds, forming a central peak. These
craters have been featured in Aboriginal
traditions for thousands of years.

Around 4,200 years ago, a large nickel-iron
meteor blazed across the Central Australian
sky. It fragmented in the atmosphere before
striking the ground 145 km south of Alice
Springs on the border of two Countries
(Arrernte and Luritja). When scientists first
visited the site (at Henbury Station) in 1931,
their Aboriginal guide would not approach it.
His people were forbidden from going near the

crater as it is where the fire-devil ran down
from the sun and set the land ablaze, killing
people, as punishment for not obeying their
sacred laws. His people were also forbidden
from collecting water that pooled in the craters
following rain, as their feared that the fire-devil
would fill it with red iron.

175 km west of Alice Springs, stands a ringshaped mountain range called Tnorala, or
Gosses Bluff to geologists (pictured above).
Formed by an asteroid 142 million years ago,
the central crater became a mountain range
through differential erosion as the land around
the impact crater dropped in height. Aunty
Mavis Malbunka, the Traditional Custodian of
Tnorala, explained to Duane its origins in
Arrernte traditions.

In the Dreaming, a group of women were
dancing as stars in the Milky Way. One of the
women placed her baby in in a wooden basket,
a turna, when she grew tired of carrying it. As
the women continued to dance, the turna fell
and the baby plunged to into the earth,
covered by the turna that fell on top, forming
the circular mountain range. The baby’s
mother and father, the evening star and
morning star, continue to search for their baby
to this day. The arch of stars that form the
Corona Australis constellation reflect the fall of
the turna out of the Milky Way.
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Plant-Based Foods
by Priya Mohandoss MRSV

The Wolfe Creek Crater (Kandimalal in Djaru
language), located in the Kimberley region on
the edge of the Great Sandy Desert, is the
second largest crater in the world from which
fragments of a meteorite have been found.
One story told by Djaru Elders describes one
of the two rainbow snakes that formed the
nearby Sturt and Wolfe Creeks emerging from
the ground, forming the circular crater. Another
story is that the evening star fell to the ground
from the sky because it became so hot,
causing an explosion.
Tyson has engraved many song lines into his
boomerang, collecting stories as he travels.
Over a decade ago, he was given tektites from
a place along the Seven Sisters songline. The
Dreamtime story of the Seven Sisters is widely
distributed across many Aboriginal cultures
and language groups, from the Central Desert
to the west coast. Tyson added this tektite from
a shooting star to his boomerang. Sometimes
it is there, sometimes it is not and will
eventually turn up loose among his belongs –
it winks in and out of existence in cycles,
constantly changing like everything else.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories
and songlines evolve. Knowledge is constantly
growing. The role of sky events is deeply
embedded in Indigenous Australian traditions.
“Is there intelligent life in the Universe? Well,
the Universe is intelligent life,” says Tyson, and
he treasures the stories of both sky and land
camps.

While we continue to
keep ourselves occupied
during the COVID-19
crisis, it is important that
we
also
nurture
ourselves so that we can
prepare for the months
ahead. Although we are advised to keep
physically active on a daily basis, whether that
be taking a stroll in the park or doing other
forms of exercise, our bodies also require
much sustenance.
At present, the use of plant-based foods is
gaining much popularity and provides a novel
approach to incorporate nutrition into our diet.
Plant-based foods are defined as being any
product that is derived from sources such as
the fruits, leaves, stems, roots and seeds of
plants. This constitutes foods such as fruits,
vegetables, legumes, wheat, rice, wholegrains
and nuts. They are promoted as beneficial as
the focus is on the use of whole foods, rather
than processed substances, and provide a
supply of fibre, vitamins, antioxidants and
other nutrients to the body.
Along with this, the production of plant-based
foods can also create a lower impact on the
environment. A major factor is the reduction of
ecological footprint from ruminant farm
animals, which produce greenhouse gases
such as carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous
oxide into the atmosphere that in turn causes
ocean dead zones. Plant-based farming
ultimately allows the continuity of corals,
plankton and other types of sea life.
The farming and consumption of plant-based
foods also decreases the necessity of
deforestation for animal grazing. As a result,
there is a greater opportunity for biodiversity to
persist and more proficiency of oxygen
production and absorption of carbon dioxide.
Also, the conservation of a quality water supply
from healthy ecosystems means healthier
people and more resources available for the
growth of crops.
In general, plant-based foods offer so much
when it comes to improving our overall health
and also maintain a vital role in the existence
of our living planet’s complex networks as well.
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2020 Young Scientist Research Prizes

Final Call for Applications
In order to garner more applications, particularly in the
Biological and Physical Sciences, the Society has
extended the application deadline for the Young
Scientist Research Prizes to 5PM on 12 June, 2020.
These four prestigious competitive prizes are open to
post-graduate, doctoral students in all areas of the
Biomedical & Health Sciences, Biological Sciences
(Non-human), Earth Sciences and Physical Sciences.
•

The category of Biomedical and Health Sciences
includes the fields of Endocrinology, Epidemiology,
Genetics, Human Physiology, Human Anatomy,
2019 finalists with RSV officers
Immunology, Medical Parasitology, Microbiology,
Neurology, Nuclear Medicine, Pathology, Pharmacology, Radiology and related human
sciences apart from clinical trials.

•

The category of Biological Sciences (Non-human) includes the fields of Agriculture,
Biochemistry, Botany, Cell Biology, Ecology, Evolutionary Biology, Forestry, Zoology, and
related non-human science.

•

The category of Earth Sciences includes the fields of Geochemistry, Geochronology,
Geology, Geophysics, Planetary Physics, Meteorology, Oceanography, Palaeontology,
Physical Geography and related sciences.

•

The category of Physical Sciences includes the fields of Astronomy, Astrophysics,
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, all branches of Engineering and related sciences.
In light of COVID-19 conditions, each of the
short-listed candidates will be required to
deliver a 10 minute presentation to camera
ahead of the evening, and answer
questions from members and judges via
an online meeting of the Royal Society of
Victoria on Wednesday, 19th August 2020
commencing from 6:30 p.m.
All will be invited to participate in a workshop
on “presenting to camera” ahead of their talk
being filmed at the RSV’s headquarters.

The order of speaking is decided by ballot on
the night. The presentations are open to
fellow students, friends and families as well as Members and supporters of the Society.
The winners will be judged and announced on the night, when the prizes will be presented by
the Society’s President.

The Awards:
The successful candidates will each receive a certificate and a prize of $1000. Winners will
also receive free student membership of the Royal Society of Victoria for a period of two years
and the opportunity to participate in the Society’s programs and access our professional
networks for mentoring and collaboration as desired. The runners-up each receive a certificate
and a cash prize of $500 plus free student membership of the Royal Society of Victoria for a
period of two years.

Enquiries:
Chief Executive Officer, The Royal Society of Victoria, 8 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000
Telephone: (03) 9663 5259 or email rsv@rsv.org.au . All eligibility criteria, online application
processes and membership forms are available through following the steps outlined at
https://rsv.org.au/awards-and-prizes/young-scientist-research-prizes/
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The RSV Medal for Excellence in Scientific Research 2020

Call for Nominations

2019 Medallist Professor Andrew Pitman is presented with the RSV Research
Medal by Victoria’s Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability, Dr
Gillian Sparkes MRSV

In its Centenary year (1959) the Royal Society of Victoria
instituted a Medal for Excellence in Scientific Research.
The award consists of a Silver Medal, which is awarded
annually for scientific research in one of four categories that
rotate from year to year.
Nominations are invited for the Royal Society of Victoria
Medal for Excellence in Scientific Research 2020 in
Category IV: Physical Sciences. This category includes
research in the disciplines of Astronomy, Astrophysics,
Chemistry, Engineering, Mathematics, Physics and related
sciences.
The last Medal recipient in this category was Professor
Lloyd Hollenberg (2016). All past medallists are listed at

Our
first
medallist
(1959): geologist Dr
George Baker MRSV

Award criteria:
The award of the Medal is based on demonstration of the candidate’s excellence and
leadership in scientific research. The candidate’s research work shall have been
carried out in Australia (including its territories), or on Australia, with preference for
work done in Victoria, or on Victoria.

Nomination:
•

Nominations open on 31 March, 2020 and close at 5pm on 31 July, 2020.

•

Candidates cannot nominate themselves.

•

Scientific Societies, Academies, Universities, Research Institutes, CSIRO, and
Members of the Royal Society of Victoria are invited to make nominations.

•

The nomination statement should demonstrate the candidate’s:
1. Exemplary publication track record during the ten year period from 1st
January 2010 to 31st December 2019. The track record will be judged on
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papers published and/or accepted for publication in refereed international
journals. Work outside the ten year period will not be considered.
Career record relative to opportunity will be considered by the assessors.
Nominators should indicate whether the nominee is an early career
researcher, has had career interruptions, or has had extended periods of parttime employment. For multi-authored publications, the contribution of the
applicant should be indicated.
2. Consistent excellence in innovation or ground-breaking research and
patents, incorporating novel scientific techniques and methods – described in
plain language.
3. Exemplary leadership in science incorporating evidence of: a major
contribution to the public promotion of science, advocacy for science,
partnership building, collaborations, role model and influence across the
scientific community.

Submission:
The submission should consist of:
•

The nomination statement, signed by the nominator, covering points 1 to 3
above. This must be in Times New Roman, 11 point, and no more than three
A4 pages please.

•

A brief (no more than five A4 pages) Curriculum Vitae of the candidate. A list
of publications, attached in supplement, should be constrained to the ten year
period from 1st January 2010 to 31st December 2019.

•

The nomination submission should in the form of a single PDF file sent via email
to the Chief Executive Officer at ceo@rsv.org.au

Conditions:
The Royal Society of Victoria reserves the right to seek independent referees in
considering the nominations received, and not to consider nominations that do not
comply with the nomination format or do not address the award criteria.
If no candidate of sufficient merit is nominated, no award need be made in a particular
year.
No posthumous award will be made.

The Award:
The successful candidate will receive an
engraved silver medal which is
presented by the Society’s patron, the
Governor of Victoria or, in the event of
Her Excellency’s unavailability, a senior
leader of Victoria’s science community.
The medallist will be required to
present a lecture to the Society
Members and guests on the evening
of Thursday, 10th December 2020 at
which the Medal will be presented.

2016 Medallist Professor Lloyd Hollenberg is
presented with the RSV Research Medal by Dr
Amanda Caples, Victoria’s Lead Scientist.

Enquiries: CEO, The Royal Society of Victoria, 8 La Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000
Telephone: (03) 9663 5259, or ceo@rsv.org.au.
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The Phillip Law Postdoctoral Award 2020

The Phillip Law Postdoctoral Award for Physical Sciences
This award was made possible from the generous bequest
to the Society from the estate of the late Dr Phillip Garth Law
AC (pictured right). The award is for excellence in scientific
research by an early career researcher in the physical
sciences.
The award is open to suitably qualified post-doctoral
candidates in the area of the Physical Sciences, which
include Astronomy, Astrophysics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
Physics, all branches of Engineering, and related sciences.
Eligibility:
Application is open to candidates within seven years (at the
deadline of application) of the awarding of their doctorate
from
a
University
in
the
State
of
Victoria,
Australia. Applicants must either be an Australian Citizen or
have Australian Resident Status. The Society will consider adjusting the seven year
window for candidates who have spent time as primary carers following their PhD please contact the Society if this applies to you to discuss eligibility.
Applications:
Open on Tuesday, 1 June, 2020 and close at 5pm on Saturday, 30 July, 2020.
Candidates should nominate themselves. The application should consist of:
•

A brief Curriculum Vitae (no more than four A4 pages) including full contact
details of the applicant.

•

Proof of citizenship or residency status (a copy of the applicant's birth
certificate, citizenship certificate or certificate of permanent residency status).

•

A statement (up to three A4 pages) summarising the applicant’s research
contribution and including the names and contact details of two referees.

•

A list of publications in peer reviewed journals. For multi-authored
publications, the contribution of each author should be indicated.

Submission:
Should be in the form of a single PDF file sent via email and marked for the attention
of the Chief Executive Officer at rsv@rsv.org.au .
Conditions:
The Royal Society of Victoria reserves the right not to consider applications which do
not comply with the above requirements and the right not to make an award if no
suitable candidate applies.
The Award:
The successful candidate will receive an award certificate and a prize of $3000.
In light of COVID-19 conditions, the prize winner will deliver a pre-recorded, 45 minute
talk on their research, ideally to be professionally filmed at the RSV's Melbourne
headquarters, then join an online meeting of the Royal Society of Victoria and guests
for the lecture’s screening and subsequent discussion.
Please note that the Society does not pay travel expenses to Melbourne for the
purpose of filming.
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Please Support the Work of the Royal Society of Victoria

Help Us Put Science to Work – The RSV’s 2020 Fundraising Campaign
In this difficult time of global pandemic, devastating bushfires and social disruption, we need more
help than ever to put science to work. We're activating a range of high-value initiatives; the
community-level programs and projects we deliver and auspice in life sciences, environment,
education and resource recovery. Our aim is to help everyone be a part of finding smart solutions
for our most challenging problems. Your generosity will help us to nourish a resilient, adaptable
generation and grow a better future, starting out with the grass roots.
Please give today; full details and online donations at

https://rsv.org.au/put-science-to-work/
Our 2020 Programs and Partners
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Donation Form
Please allocate my donation to the following program areas:

RSV 2020 Fundraising Campaign

Donation Amount

The Area of Greatest Need, as Identified by the Society’s Council $
Inspiring Victoria – Community Science Engagement Program $
Science Awards & Prizes $
Science History & Heritage $
Science for All - Citizen Science Programs $
BioQuisitive Community Lab $
Fungi for Land – Land Management Field Guide
The Phoenix School Program
The BrainSTEM Innovation Challenge
Australian Indigenous Astronomy

Total: $

Personal Details
Family name: …………………………….…………………………………………………………………………………
Given names (in full): …………………………….……………………………………………………………………………

Payment Details
Title (circle one)

Prof

Dr

Mr

Mrs

Ms

Miss

Other ………………………………………...

I am paying by (select one):

 Credit Card

Please note we do not accept Diners or American Express

VISA  Mastercard  Please charge the amount entered against “Total Donation,” above, to my credit card.
Card No.

Expiry Date:

Name on
Card

Signature of
Card Holder

 Cheque or Money Order
I enclose my cheque or money order made out to The Royal Society of Victoria.

 Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)
I have transferred my donation to the Royal Society of Victoria as follows:
BSB: 083-019
Account No: 51-515-2492
Account Name: The Royal Society of Victoria
Reference: Your Surname and “donation”
Please detach this page and return with your preferred payment method to:
The Royal Society of Victoria, 8 La Trobe Street, Melbourne, VIC 3000. ABN: 62 145 872 663.

Grateful thanks for your generous support for our many endeavours!
We will provide a tax receipt for all donations received over $2.
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