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The Royal Society is a proud
institution with a long lineage of public
science programs. In our current climate,
the mission of educating the wider public
in science is more important than ever. We
can see that there is great interest for
knowledge in science from the people in our
society - the advent of Brian Cox (you can't
tell us that he isn't a science communication
robot invented by the BBC - no one has hair
that perfect) shows us that the wider public
has a thirst for scientific programs and
lectures.
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We propose 3 strategic moves. First, we
relocate the public face of the Royal Society
into a state of the art lecture facility right
on the most prominent corner of the site,
Secondly, we redevelop the existing heritage
building into the base of operations, library
and archival facility for the full measure of
the Society’s history to be available at hand
and on site. Our third move is to reposition
the Society's lecture programme into a

series of lectures directed specifically

for consumption by the wider public in the
theme of the Royal Institution’s Friday

Night Discourse alongside the more dedicated
lecture series. By introducing a modern
public face for the Royal Society with a new
lecture theatre and cafe, and consolidating
the Society’'s archive and history functions
into the Heritage Building, we create a
dedicated self sustaining public science
precinct on the edge of the Melbourne CBD.
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existing site

commercial viability

the

cafe holds an important role as

As a commercial proposition

to enable
the society to become more self

an income generator,
sufficient.

The cafe also has the flexibility to

transform into an event space;

With
to

the potential to be rented out

further generate revenue
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history, new theatre = public engagement

heritage building
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first floor

A dedicated space for the

self sustaining science precinct

communication of science to the

public, the new lecture theatre can
seat upwards of 88 people and can
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be easily adapted to music events,

cafe dining/event space

recitals and performances as a way

public lecture theatre




isometric view

A new, state of the art
dedicated facility can
significantly improve the ability
of the Royal Society to fulfil
its mission of science education
to the public and specifically,
the younger generation.

314 square meters
54000 per square metre rate

314 sqm x 34000
= $1,256,000.00

A series of general public

focused lectures in the theme

of the Royal Institution’s

Friday Night Discourse will

be promoted alongside the
Texisting dedicated lecture

series.

This move highlights the

importance of science
communication to the public.
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Planet X:
Using x-ray

visualise
the cellular
world.

The fully glazed facade
indicates the intrinsic
nature of science - it

is open and transparent

to all. The programs and
interactions then take on a
playful, pantomime quality
wWithin the clear box: the
casual interactions of the
public with scientists in
the cafe contrasts with a
full theatre enthralled in
a Friday Night Lecture

The office space can be
configured for up to two
full time staff members
and acts as BOH for the

lecture theatre

We just
landed a

Science f
space that's
out of this
world
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Un-discipli-
ned: How the

The roof incorporates
insitu designed light
wells to maximize the use
of daylight in the lecture
theatre. They are designed
around the adjustable
ceiling baffles to ensure
clear sound depending on
the type of event

The café can be operated
by an independent tenant,
allowing for substantial
additional income to the
operational budget for
the Royal Society to be
put back into the public
lecture program. As well
as providing a source of
income for the Society,
the café helps attract
people to the Science
Precinct and increases
the Society's profile to
the general public.

It's all
elemental:

research foundations
disciplines of our
is driving society.

progress.



